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- ZEREDAIE (Global Security)
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United Nations

8.20211-'366

y Security Council Distr: General

6 May 2020

Original: English

Protection of civilians in armed conflict

Report of the Secretary-General

. Introduction

1. The present report is submitted pursuant to the request confained in the
statement by the President of the Security Council of 21 September 2018
(S/PRST/2018/18). It also responds to the Council’s requests for reporting on specific
themes in resclutions 2286 (2016), 2417 (2018), 2474 (2019) and 2475 (2010). It is
sobmitted against the backdrop of the coronavirus diseasa (COWVID-19) pandemic,
which is the greatest test that the world has faced since the establishment of the United
Mations, and which has had a severe impact on the protection of civilians, particularly
in conflict contexts. The pandemic is a global health crisis with the potential to
devastate conflict-affected States and overwhelm already weak health-care systems.
The ability of States to prevent the spread of the vims, care for infected people and
sustain essential health services for the general population has beem severely
constrained and varies from one context to another. The COVID-19 crisis has further
exacerbated the vulnerability of the least protected in society. Older people, those
withont access to water and sanitation, and those with pre-existing conditions appear
particularly vulnerable to the virns. Women and children face obstacles in their access
to health care and to their livelihood, education and other critical support. In addition,
their need for protection, including from domestic and gender-based violence, has
increased. Access to maternal and reproductive health services has decreased Persoms
with disabilities face new hindrances in gaining access to the services and support to
which they have a dght. COVID-19 also poses a major threat to refugees and
internally displaced persons in camps and settlements, which are often overcrowded
and lack adequate samitstion and health services. Pre-existing and mew access
rastrictions on humanitarian actors could forther undarmine response efforts.

2. PRecognizing the unprecedented challenge that the internatiomal commmunity
faces, on 23 March 2020, I launched an appeal for an immediate global ceasefire in
order to help create conditions for the delivery of humanitarian assistance, open space
for diplomacy and bring hope to those most vulnerable to COVID-19. The multiple
expressions of support have been encouraging, including the endorsement of Member
States, regional and subregional organizations, armed groups, civil society and
individuals thronghout the world In many contexts, challenges in implementing the
ceasefire still need to be overcome, in particular in aress where there are protracted
conflicts, often involving multiple armed actors and complex intarests at the local,
national and international level. The pandemic may create incentives for some parties
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“37. It is also important to move expeditiously to address
concerns over the implications of developments in the
area of lethal autonomous weapon systems. Autonomous
weapons are generally considered to be systems that are
enabled to select and attack a target, whether a person or
an object, without human intervention. While lethal
autonomous weapon systems are not specifically
regulated by international humanitarian law treaties, it is
undisputed that any autonomous weapon system must be
capable of being used, and must be used, in accordance
with international humanitarian law. There are, however,
important doubts on how lethal autonomous weapon
systems can be used to carry out attacks in a way that
conforms with international humanitarian law. There are
also fundamental moral and ethical issues in allowing
technology to decide whether to take a human life.”
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